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What is the Prevent strategy?
Prevent is one of four strands of the government's counter-terrorism strategy.

Prevent is a government strategy designed to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorist or extremist causes. The Prevent strategy covers all types of terrorism and extremism, including the extreme right wing, violent Islamist groups and other causes.



		Our Responsibility
In order for schools to fulfil the Prevent duty, it is essential that staff are able to identify children who may be vulnerable to radicalisation, and know what to do when they are identified.
Schools can also build pupils’ resilience to radicalisation by promoting fundamental British values and enabling them to challenge extremist views. It is important to emphasise that the Prevent duty is not intended to stop pupils debating controversial issues. On the contrary, schools should provide a safe space in which children, young people and staff can understand the risks associated with terrorism and develop the knowledge and skills to be able to challenge extremist arguments.
The statutory guidance on the Prevent duty is in four general themes: risk assessment, working in partnership, staff training and IT policies.
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Why is it important?
An individual exposed to extremist viewpoints may, over time, be encouraged to carry out an act of violent extremism or terrorism. Strong evidence shows that an intervention can stop someone supporting violent extremism. Extremism is not illegal. Anyone who is identified through Prevent is not automatically criminalised. We all have a role in ensuring that our communities remain safe.
	
What are ACE doing?
Our goal is to help children become positive, happy members of society. We also contribute to the Prevent strategy by:
· Exploring other cultures and religions and promoting diversity.
· Challenging prejudices and racist comments
· Promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils, as well as British values.
· Filtering internet access.

We will give children the skills to protect them from any extremist views they may encounter, now or later in their lives.

Is extremism a risk in our Area?
Extremism can take many forms. The four main categories are Left wing, Right wing, Religion and Single-issue extremism. Some of these may be a bigger threat in our area than others. 
In Devon, extreme right wing groups (e.g. Racist groups) and single issue groups (e.g anti-gay or animal rights groups) can pose a significant threat.
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What are the signs?
The following signs might indicate that someone is being radicalised. 
· A change in behaviour, their circle of friends, the way that they interact with others and spend their time.
· Accessing extremist material online.
· Use of extremist or hate terms to exclude others or incite violence.
· Writing or artwork promoting violent extremist messages.
What should I do?
If you believe that within the school may be at risk of radicalisation, you should raise your concerns to the Pastoral team.
You can also contact your local police force or dial 101 (the non-emergency number). They can talk to you in confidence about your concerns and help you gain access to support and advice.
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