
 

          

  4 
   STEP 

3 
STEP Life in modern 

Britain 

3.3.1 What laws does a society 

require and why? 

Politics and 

participation 

3.2.2 What 

do we mean 

by identity? 

Rights and 

responsibilities 

3.2.3 What 

is the role 

of the 

media and 

the free 

press? 

3.3.2 What are a citizen's rights 

and responsibilities within the 

legal system? 

Active 

citizenship 

ACE Schools KS4 Citizenship  
 

3.2.6 

Citizenship 

skills, 

processes and 

methods 

3.2.5 How can citizens make their voice heard and 

make a difference in society? 

3.5.2 The 

investigation: taking 

citizenship action 

3.3.5 How do citizens play a part 

to bring about change in the 

legal system? 

3.4.2 What are the 

powers of local and 

devolved government 

and how can citizens 

participate? 

3.4.3 Where does 

political power reside: 

with the citizen, 

parliament or 

government? 

3.5.1 Citizenship action 

– the actions of others 

3.2.1 What 

are the 

principles 

and values 

that 

underpin 

British 

society? 

3.3.3 How has the law developed 

over time, and how does the law 

protect the citizen and deal with 

criminals? 

3.4.1 Where does 

political power 

reside in the UK and 

how is it controlled? 

Active Citizenship 

Project 

3.3.4 What are the universal 

human rights and how do we 

protect them? 

Stage 1: Deciding the 

question or issue 

Stage 2: Carrying out the 

initial research 

Stage 3: Planning 

the action 

Stage 4: Taking the 

action 

Stage 6: Evaluating the 

whole process Stage 5: Assessing 

the impact of the 

action 

Post-

16 

3.2.4 What is 

the UK's role 

in key 

international 

organisations? 

3.4.4 How 

do others 

govern 

themselves? 

3.4.5 How 

can citizens 

try to bring 

about 

political 

change? 

Our pupils have the option to sit the GCSE Citizenship Studies, AQA Specification (8100) in Year 11. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100 

The curriculum through Steps 1 and 2 has been planned via resources from Oak Academy: https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-

stage-3/subjects/citizenship. This can be a spiral and sequential model, however given the unique needs of our pupils, the content may be adapted and taught 

flexibly using the expertise and discretion of the teaching staff. 

Steps 1 and 2 cover all topics in the GCSE specification which are explored in greater depth in Steps 3 and 4 (Year 10 and 11) 

Step 4 involves pupils using their subject knowledge to design, research and conduct a small project which demonstrates their skills as an Active Citizen. This is 

supported by teaching staff, evidenced in a workbook, and then assessed as part of Paper 1 in the GCSE. 

We cover the same content for those pupils who do not wish to sit the GCSE. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/citizenship
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/citizenship

